Age 36]         Lord Wellesley's Home-Coming        [i8o<s
" instead of being saluted as a conqueror, it was seriously
proposed that he should be tried as a culprit *'.1
In addition to the hostility of the Court of Directors, other
unpleasantness was brewing. Whilst the late Governor-
General was upon the high seas, enduring the tedium of the
homeward voyage, an ex-trader from India by the name of
Paull, who had received great kindness at Lord Wellesley's
hands, was busy stirring up mud and venom to slap in the
face of the Marquess on his arrival.
Paull, who had become friendly with Lord Wellesley's
enemies on his return to England, entered Parliament in June'
1805, and from that time onward dedicated himself to the
persecution of the late Governor-General, and made a public
attack in Parliament upon the latter's Indian administration*
It was, indeed, a miserable homecoming for Richard. To
make matters worse, Pitt, who was a personal friend, died
shortly after his arrival, and the Marquess was thus deprived
of a strong supporter who would have squashed from the
outset this unjust and unwarrantable attack.
As it was, it trickled on lamely until May 1808, when the
charges against tord Wellesley were publicly squashed, and
a resolution passed in Parliament approving of his conduct in
India.
In April of that same year Paull committed suicide, after a
night of heavy drinking and gambling, in which he lost ^300.
Richard's troubles caused the clan Wellesley to rally round
him, and on April i2th (1806) Arthur entered Parliament in
his defence, having been elected M.P. for Rye, and ten days
later was standing up for his brother's Indian policy in the
House of Commons, which he. continued to do at intervals
throughout the session.
Perhaps it is not too much to claim that the advent of the
Wellesleys in India marked a new era in Indian history.
Hitherto that part of India under the direction of the East
1 Torrens, p. 30$*
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